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upon the position of minorities : the growth of nationalism in
the Asiatic parts of the Ottoman Empire. From the very
beginning this nationalism was closely linked with linguistic
groups, but since like similar movements of the time it was a
liberal nationalism, in the beginning the differences of the various
linguistic groups were forgotten in a common opposition to the
tyranny of the Sultan, with the aim of establishing the Ottoman
community on a new basis, that of constitutional government,
individual liberty and the equality of all nations and sects in the
Empire. This movement began effectively with Midhat Pasha and
the constitutionalists in the eighteen-seventies, was later organize4
as the Committee of Union and Progress and secured a temporary
success with the Revolution of 1908. Members of minorities
played an important part in effecting the success, and had it
proved more than temporary the problem of minorities might
have been solved. But the liberal principles of 1908 soon gave
way to a violent Turkish nationalism, an attempt on the part
of the Turkish military men who had seized power to make the
non-Turkish citizens of the Empire into Turks, or else to repress
and, where possible, exterminate them.

This new development put an end to the ' Ottoman national '
movement and encouraged the separate nationalisms of the subject-
peoples.

(i) The most important of these movements was Arab national-
ism. There is no doubt that, the popular force behind the
movement in its first phase was Islamic as much as it was Arab ;
that many of its leaders did not clearly distinguish Islamism from
Arabism ; and that a very large part of the Arabic-speaking
Christians regarded the movement with fear as no more than
a scarcely-disguised religious movement. Nevertheless the edu-
cated young men who were the real leaders of the movement
were in general concerned to preach the separation of politics
and religion, and to emphasize the equality of all creeds inside
the Arab community; and on that basis they found many
collaborators among-the Arab Christians, particularly the Greek
Orthodox. This lay tendency was due partly to the growing
indifference in religious matters : partly to the belief that internal
divisions had weakened the Arab nation and could be used by its
enemies to keep it in subjection ; also, more positively to the
consciousness of and pride in the Arab heritage of
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